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‘Things can still be less worse’: A Collaborative Reading of Anna
Kornbluh’s Immediacy, or, The Style of Too Late Capitalism

liz breslin, APRIL-ROSE GEERS, ARUNDHATI SETHI, LYNLEY EDMEADES,
SABRINA MORO & ROSEMARY OVERELL

A roundtable discussion on Anna Kornbluh’s Immediacy, or, The Style of Too Late
Capitalism (2023) by reading group participants from the Otakou Whakaihu Waka
| University of Otago. The contributions extend and critique different aspects of
Kornbluh’s arguments about the cultural style of contemporary capitalism.

Barricading the Doors: Locking Out Disavowal
MATT RUSSELL & WARWICK TIE

A psychoanalytic reading of contemporary space-use policies in New Zealand
universities, illustrating how these policies organise ‘disavowal’ on the part of
management. This enables universities to acknowledge the erosion of the conditions in
which academic work can flourish, while continuing to engineer this erosion.

Modelling Mauri: Indigenous Ideas and Aotearoa New Zealand'’s
Covid-19 Response
SOPHIE MOULLIN

An analysis of how te a0 Maori informed Covid-19 policies and practices through a
reading of two recent studies of the pandemic response. The relational approach taken
by Maori communities dovetailed with New Zealand’s broader biosecurity approach
to Covid-19, providing an alternative to biopolitics as a mode of governance.



Tiriti-based Anticapitalism? Contradictions Within the Settler Left
DANI PICKERING

A close engagement with the Tiriti workers’ movement that examines the tensions
encountered when challenging both colonisation and capitalism in Aotearoa New
Zealand. The reconstruction of settler self-interest, to secure deeper alignment with
Indigenous struggle, is proposed as a way forward.

Our Technocratic Times
JACK FOSTER

A review of Leah Downey’s Our Money: Monetary Policy as if Democracy Matters—a
study of central bank independence and its anti-democratic tendencies.

Why We Should Write about Work
ALEX SMITH

A review of Hu Anyan’s I Deliver Parcels in Beijing, a book that provides a deeply
personal yet guarded account of contemporary labour practices in China.

In Solidarity with Those in Labour
IRINA HERB

A review of Anna Fielder's Going into Labour: Childbirth in Capitalism, a Marxist
analysis of childbirth and birth care.
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feminism, and justice.
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A sociologist of inequality, policy, and mental health. With a background in UK social
and economic policy, she obtained her PhD from Princeton University in 2022 and is
now a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Auckland.
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Senior lecturer in the Media, Film and Communication Programme at the University
of Otago. Her work draws on psychoanalysis to consider contemporary media and
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Their research interests centre on social movements, the sociology of music, language
revitalisation, and the transformation of Indigenous-settler relations.

MATT RUSSELL

Senior tutor at Massey University where he works across the humanities and social
sciences. He serves as Secure Work and Academic Staff Representative within the
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A writer and researcher from Te Whanganui-a-Tara. Her research interests are in
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abolition, artificial intelligence, translation in the colonial university, and the future of
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SUPPORT AUCKLAND ACTION AGAINST POVERTY TO FIGHT FOR

'LIVEABLE INCOMES FOR ALL'

WE ARE AN ADVOCACY & ACTION GROUP FIGHTING FOR A SOCIAL
SECURITY SYSTEM WHERE EVERYONE CAN LIVE WITH DIGNITY. WE
WORK WITH LOW—INCOME WORKERS AND BENEFICIARIES TO ENSURE
PEOPLE GET THEIR FULL ENTITLEMENTS FROM WORK & INCOME AND
TO COLLECTIVELY FIGHT FOR A DIFFERENT SYSTEM!

ALL PEOPLE, WHETHER IN PAID OR UNPAID MAHI, AND REGARDLESS OF
THEIR RELATIONSHIP STATUS, SHOULD HAVE A LIVEABLE INCOME.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: FACEBOOK.COM / AAAPNZ
MAKE A REGULAR DONATION: 33—9011-0832874—-00

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST & CHECK OUT OUR RESOURCES AT

WWW.AAAP.ORG.NZ
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Subscribers are the life-blood of Counterfittures. Your purchase enables us
to continue producing the journal and to make it free for those who are

not in a position to buy a copy.
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Rates

Aotearoa individual subscriptions: $40 (one year); $70 (two years)
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Counterfutures is a multidisciplinary journal. We welcome the submission
of research articles, review essays, and commentaries on topics pertinent
to Left thought and practice in Aotearoa New Zealand.
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